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“Tell me” questions 
 

 

 

Basic questions 

• Was there anything you liked about the film? If so, what? 

• What caught your attention?  

• Was there anything you disliked? If so, what? 

• Was there anything that puzzled or surprised you? If so, what? 

• Was there anything you’d never seen before in a film? If so, what was it? 

• Were there any patterns – any connections – you noticed in the film?  

 

General questions 

• Have you seen any films like this before? How were they similar? How were they 

different?  

• Having talked about the film have you changed your mind about anything in the film? 

Have you seen anything new? Have you been surprised by anything?  

• Would you like to know more about the film and how it was made? If so, what would 

you like to know?  

 

Special questions 

• How much time did the story in the film cover?  

• Are there any parts of the story that took a long time to happen but were shown 

quickly?  

• Were there any particular things in the film – shots, sounds, settings, images – that 

you liked or didn’t like? 

• Has anything in the film ever happened to you? Has anything in the film ever 

happened to someone you know?  

• How many different stories can you find in the film?  

 

Questions adapted from the book-talking questions in Tell Me: Children, Reading and Talk by Aidan Chambers 
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Teacher notes 

 

The "Tell me" approach is a ‘filmtalk’ strategy which involves individuals thinking 

about films, sharing their ideas with a group, and listening and responding to 

what others think. It can be used to help students think and talk about any films 

books that students have viewed. 

  

The "Tell me" approach: 

• gives a starting point for thinking, talking about and responding to film texts 

• requires students to express their own ideas as well as listen to and consider 

the thoughts of others 

• extends the language students use to talk about film texts 

• allows students to compare film texts, express opinions and information that 

assists their understanding of a film text 

• helps students to make film text to self, text to text and text to world 

connections. 

 

 

Try to select films to help your students make connections, for example, films 

by the same director, of the same genre, around the same theme, and films 

that explore different cultures and diversity. 

 

Students might be more accustomed to responding to highly structured 

questions in their L1. If students are uncertain about how to respond to the 

questions, act as a model for the students by providing your own responses. 

Once the students become familiar with the process, the teacher’s opinions 

should be left to later in the discussion to avoid any sense of a ‘privileged’ 

viewpoint. 

 

It is very important to allow time for students to consider their responses to the 

questions. 

 

List student responses to the Basic Questions. Discuss connections or links 

between likes, dislikes, puzzles and patterns. 
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Build up the kind of language that will support the students to engage in the 

discussion. For example: 

• characters, camera, colour, culture, composition, story, setting, sound, social 

issues   

• structures such as: 

o I think… 

o I wasn’t sure why… 

o I didn’t really understand why… 

o It made me think of… 

o It reminded me of … 

o I liked the way… 

o I didn’t really like the way… 

o I was puzzled by… 

o I was surprised by… 

o I noticed… 

• language to express possibility or certainty: perhaps, maybe, definitely. 

 

Provide some reference lists or visuals to support the discussion, for example:  

• lists of the characters  

• vocabulary that describes the characters, story, setting, colour, or sound  

• screenshots from the film.  
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Buying this teaching resource gives you the right to use it and any of the ideas and materials 

from it with your students. It does NOT give you the right to copy, share copies with other 
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This teaching resource is an independent publication and has been created in my own time 
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produce more work like this and so that I can feed my family.  

 

If you have downloaded this teaching resource without permission or paying, please do the 
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Film English is an independent publisher founded in 2009 specialised in the field of English language 

teaching and learning. The lesson plans designed around short films, viewing guides for feature-length 

films and other teaching resources on Film English make up the largest online resource bank of 

materials for teaching and learning English using film and video. Film English has won numerous 

awards including a British Council ELTons Award for Innovation in Teacher Resources, the most 
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Award. 
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Membership of Film English Club allows unlimited access to all the lesson plans designed around short 

films, viewing guides for feature-length films and other teaching resources from the award-winning 

publisher Film English. Members can download our complete collection of materials and get regular 

updates each week. 

Find out more about Film English Club at: https://film-english.com/club/ 
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